UTIPULP

GENERAL MEETING 

AMSTERDAM – September 17th, 2010

MINUTES

- ATTENDEES -

UTIPULP Chairman 

Mr
John
GOVIER
ARJO WIGGINS Ltd

UTIPULP Secretary 

Mr
Jérôme
RUPIED
UTIPULP

AUSTRIA (AUSTROPAPIER)

    Mr      Peter 
        DONNABAUER                  DELFORT Group

FRANCE   (COPACEL Achat pâtes)

       Mr   Diego
       BORELLO
AHLSTROM

      Mr
Jean-Olivier 
       ROUSSAT
PAP. CLAIREFONTAINE

     Mr
Pierre 
       UZUREAU
SMURFIT KAPPA
M

GERMANY  (VERBAND DEUTSCHER PAPIERFABRIKEN )
Mrs
Ute
JOHNEN
KANZAN SPEZIALPAPIERE Gmbh

       Mr      Burckhard             KRUECKE

WEPA PAPIERFABRIK

       Mr     Vladimir                 MAIER

GLATFELTER GERNSBACH Gmbh

Mr
Volker 
SIMON
M-real ZANDERS Gmbh

ITALY  (ASSOCARTA)
Mr      Luigi    
ASTENGO
BURGO Group

Mrs
Cinzia
CARADINI
ASSOCARTA

Mr
Luigi
LAZZARESCHI
DELICARTA SPA

        Mr
Giovanni
PELIS
GRUPPOCORDENONS SPA

NETHERLANDS  (VERENIGING VAN NEDERLANDSE)
Mr
Victor
KAMM
SAPPI EUROPE

Mr
Norman
SNEL
Inkoop-combinatie De EENDRAGT b.v.

PORTUGAL  (CELPA)

      Mr
Armando
GOES
CELPA

SWITZERLAND  (ZPK)

       Mr
Jorg
BITTERLI
KIMBERLY CLARK

UNITED KINGDOM   (CONFEDERATION OF PAPER INDUSTRIES)
       Mr
     Brian                     DILLON                                 SCA



- EXCUSED -
AUSTRIA (AUSTROPAPIER)

    Mr
Patrick
       MADER                                AUSTROPAPIER
Mr
Rudolf
SEELMANN
SCA GRAPHIC LAAKIRCHEN

BELGIUM  (COBELPA)

Mr
Jacky 
DECHAMPS
SCA HYGIENE PRODUCTS

Mr
Firmin
FRANCOIS
COBELPA

   Mr
Pierre
      MARNEFFE                          IDEM PAPERS

FRANCE   (COPACEL Achat pâtes)

    Mr
Patrice
        BISSIERE
VIZILLE

GERMANY  (VERBAND DEUTSCHER PAPIERFABRIKEN )
       Mr    Klaus Dieter           KIBAT

VDP


ITALY  (ASSOCARTA)
Mr
Vitaliano
VANTINI
FEDRIGONI CARTIERE SPA

   NETHERLAND  (VERENIGING VAN NEDERLANDSE)
Mr
Enrico
BROUWER
V.N.P.

PORTUGAL  (CELPA)

   Mr 
Joao Gorjao
       CLARA                                RENOVA

Mr
Manuel
MOREIRA DOS SANTOS
SOPORCEL

SPAIN  (ASPAPEL)
Mr
Armando
GARCIA MENDOZA
ASPAPEL

Mr 
Luis 
Rios 
TORRASPAPEL 

       Mr 
Rubén 
Simarro
CLARIANA, S.A
SWITZERLAND  (ZPK)

    Mr
Martin
       HAEBERLI
ZPK

UNITED KINGDOM   (CONFEDERATION OF PAPER INDUSTRIES)
Mr
Steve
FREEMAN
CONFEDERATION OF PAPER INDUSTRIES

AGENDA 

I
-
WELCOME 

· Welcome and apologies

· Approval of the Agenda

II - 

APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING'S MINUTES

· Frankfurt, June 18th 2010
III
-
GENERAL ISSUES

· Executive Committee members

· Composition of the National Delegations

· Communication : UTIPULP website

IV   -
Keypoints of the paper industry
· Short comments on keypoints in the member countries

· UTIPULP statistics 

V
-
DEBATE 

· Forestry certification 

· Pulp availability 

VI   -   OTHER ISSUES

· Date and location of the next meeting

*
*
*

I – WELCOME 

Mr. John GOVIER, UTIPULP Chairman, opens the meeting. He thanks the attendees for their participation in the present meeting. He welcomes the new members.

The Secretary communicates the apologies of the absent delegates.

The meeting file has been put on the UTIPULP website before the meeting; it is composed of the statutory UTIPULP documents and the information relative to the different points of the agenda.
The Chairman reads the agenda of the today meeting, which has been prepared by the Executive Committee. 

The Chairman reminds that the members must apply the conclusions of the competition compliance audit established by Baker and Mc Kenzie.

The agenda is approved by all the members.

2 – APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES

The previous meeting was held in Frankfurt (GERMANY) on June 18th, 2010.

The Chairman asks whether members wish to present remarks or ask for modifications of the minutes. In the absence of remarks or demands of modification, the minutes are approved.

3 - GENERAL ISSUES

· Executive Committee members

The Chairman reminds the decision of the General Assembly in Montecatini (September 2009), changing the composition of the Committee to 5 members plus Chairman and Secretary.  
The General Assembly in Frankfurt (June 2010) approved a new composition of the Executive Committee, as follows :

- Mr John GOVIER, Chairman

- Mr Norman SNEL, Vice-Chairman  
(VNP – Netherlands)

- Mr Joerg BITTERLI 


(ZPK – Switzerland)

- Mr Luigi LAZZARESCHI  

(ASSOCARTA – Italy)

- Mr Jean-Olivier ROUSSAT

(COPACEL Achat pâtes – France)

- Mr Oliver SOEDER


(VDP – Germany)

The Secretary informs the members that Mr Oliver SOEDER left the paper industry. Therefore the Executive Committee decided the appointment of Mr Volker SIMON, German delegate,                                                     as a new member.

The Chairman proposes that the Assembly approves this nomination.

The members give agreement unanimously.

· Composition of the National Delegations

The Secretary informs the members about the new delegates as follows.

- Mr Diego BORELLO


COPACEL Achat pâtes (France)

- Mr Burckhard KRUECKE

VDP (Germany)

He informs that all delegations are complete according to the rules of application of the articles of association, as follows

- National Organisations from France, Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom  : 
4 delegates each

- National Organisations from Austria, Belgium, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain  : 
3 delegates each

- National Organisations from other countries :





2 delegates each

The exception is the British delegation, which counts two members. According to the rules, Mr John GOVIER, UTIPULP Chairman, is not counted here as a member of the British delegation.

-     Communication : UTIPULP website

It is reminded that the members have a restricted access to the UTIPULP data detailed country per

country on the members’pages of the UTIPULP website. The login and password are changed every six months. The new access information is communicated to the members.

4  -
Keypoints of the paper industry

-      Short comments on keypoints in the member countries

The documents relative to the economical or statistical aspects of the situation in the member countries have been available on the website before the meeting. The national economies are going out of the crisis on different tempos, what involves varied economic situations of the national paper industries.

The Chairman proposes that the members focus their presentations on some keypoints of the paper industry.

The members indicate that the paper markets are improving differently according to the grades. In most of the countries, the paper industry is dealing with difficult situation on the side of costs (energy, pulp and recovered paper). The paper prices remain often at historically low levels.

· Austria : The paper market situation is globally improving

· France : the global growth rate remains lower than in other countries. The situation in graphic papers is rather favourable.

· Germany : the paper production increased by 13.7% (7 months 2010 / 2009). The pulp is no longer in shortage.
· Holland : the newsprint market is declining.
· Italy : the paper market situation is globally better than in previous months. 

· Portugal : the impact of the new Portucel Soporcel mills on the pulp availability will be noticeable.
· Switzerland : the Swiss frank becomes more and more strong, with an impact on exports. The tissue market is in a good situation.

· UK : the paper industry has been reduced to some sectors (tissue, specialty, some printing and writing)

The members comment this situation; they think that it could involve numerous mill closures during the next months. They decide that a survey on this point will be sent to the national associations.

-       UTIPULP statistics 

The Executive Committee examined the revised pulp consumption and stock data, which were sent by the country members to the Secretary. As indicated in the statistical rules, these revisions are not integrated in the published UTIPULP figures. They are used to check the quality of the UTIPULP global data, and this quality is confirmed at a good level.

5 – DEBATE

The Chairman underlines that the challenge will be to debate on the topics with respect to the competition compliance rules, which forbid any exchange about sensitive points. The members must apply the conclusions of the competition compliance audit established by Baker and Mc Kenzie.

Pulp certification      

· presentation by Brian Dillon (see the presentation in Annex)
· Debate

As a consequence of the politics around certification, more labels are put on products, and there is a confusion risk between them. The competition between the systems and the absence of a mutual recognition are a big problem for the paper industry. 

FSC, the most requested system by the consumers, is becoming more and more wellspread. PEFC was more presented to the paper industry than to the consumers; it is a very traditional system and it is not wellknown. In France the hypermarkets chains agree only FSC products. 

However FSC itself meets difficulties; it was withdrawn from Indonesia, and European private ownerships meet difficulties to get the certificate. As a result not enough FSC pulp is now available on the market. In that case there is a question about how the companies can manage to answer the customers’request of certified paper.

FSC certified paper companies that want to include wood pulps that do not carry the FSC-CoC certification have to present their own risk assessment on controlled wood to their FSC auditors unless the supplier delivers wood pulp with an FSC Controlled Wood certification.

With a view to evaluate the importance of the forest certification for the UTIPULP members, a survey will be done at the highest level possible of the national associations. The questions will be relative to the members’need of FSC paper, their preferences (FSC, PEFC, both, other) and how they use labelling (100%, mixed sources etc). The figures will be consolidated at a global level.

Pulp availability

· Presentation by John Govier, Chairman.
The Chairman introduces the debate. He wonders whether the available indicators of the pulp market are sufficient to inform the buyers correctly. Apart figures from purchasers, the UTIPULP publications include statistics on the pulp production and the inventories of woodpulp in the European ports. A further source of information is the reporting by GriegStar Shipping.
He thinks that the buyers lack information on factors like the Chinese influence on the pulp market, and as such that there is insufficient information to decide on what may happen in the pulp market.

· Debate

The members underline the difficulties to explain the changes in pulp stocks figures, e.g. a recent increase by 90 000 tons in Italian pulp stocks. The question is whether it is a consequence of recent ships arrivals in harbours or less demand. Useful information about vessels in transit might be available from the transit agents.

The Chairman thinks that UTIPULP would meet difficulties to get accurate information from the transit agents. This contact could better be taken by the members for the key ports. 

The pulp market is influenced by numerous elements, for example :

· a recent letter published by Greenpeace about the APP offers.

· the relatively high pulp prices compared with stable paper prices at historically low levels

· margins seem irrelevant to the Chinese industry compared to the European one
The members think that the indicators to understand the pulp market and to predict its evolutions are not so numerous. The GDP growth, the volume of the spot market can be useful indicators.

The Chairman notes that the debates were rich and interesting, and that the interventions remained strictly in the frame of the competition rules. He thanks the members for the respect of the rules.

6 – OTHER ISSUES

Date and location of the next meeting

The Chairman informs that EUROPULP is currently examining at which period the next seminar will be organised (mid-April or mid-September 2011).

As to the place in which the meeting will be organised, the Executive Committee recommendation is to hold the meeting in Edinburgh (UK) on April 15th, 2011. The activity the day before will depend upon the eventual organisation of the Seminar. 

The members give agreement on this proposal.

The members will be invited to propose topics for the debate during the General Assembly. Mr Luigi Astengo proposes a review of general sales conditions for shipping.

Having gone through the agenda, the Chairman closes the meeting.





*
*
*

ANNEX
Forestry certification.

· Presentation by Brian Dillon
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