
 

 

 

28 January 2022 

Cepi continues to recommend FSC certificate holders 
to assess risks connected to the acceptance of new 
Trademark License Agreement  

FSC has published a revised version of the advice note addressing deliberate false claims since 

its last General Assembly at the end of October 2021. This was done following strong criticism 

by certificate holders and certification bodies about the first version of the advice note, which led 

to the creation of a chain of custody forum to address the criticism.  

Cepi believes, however, that the revised advice note does not adequately address the main 

‘concern of certificate holders; while it aims at addressing deliberate false claims, the concept of 

negligent (and other) false claims is still framed in a way that they ultimately lead to sanctions in 

the magnitude of deliberate false claims. CEPI Fully supports FSC request to introduce stronger 

sanctions for those found to be guilty of deliberate fraud associated with the failure to prevent 

the inclusion of uncontrolled material into FSC certified articles, but we believe negligence is 

covered by the non-conformance requirements in the existing standard(s). Due to the 

uncertainty this Advice note raises in identifying where the current standards end and the advice 

note begins  this is perceived as a significant business risk.  

Cepi therefore believes it is important to continue the revision process and has, along with 

various members and industry representatives, expressed this position to the FSC. Cepi also 

believes that following initial informal discussions, the Chain of Custody Forum, which was 

created explicitly to address such issues, should be the forum for this continued revision.  

Meanwhile, Cepi would like to inform its members about an important correlation with the 

Trademark License Agreement (TLA). While the FSC has accepted to pause the roll-out of the 

TLA during the revision, it has announced that the new TLAs will be sent to single site certificate 

holders as of 20 January.   

Cepi therefore continues to recommend FSC certificate holders to assess the risks 

associated with the new TLA before signing the new TLA.  

Annex: extract new TLA, copy of FSC-PRO 10-003 on calculating financial 

penalty/compensation fee and processing evidence for blocked organisations 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


