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Mr Paul-Antoine LACOUR UTIPULP 
 
 
 
 
  



2 

 

 
 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1 – 1.2. Welcome, Safety and Legal guidelines for attending UTIPULP meetings 
 

The Chairman welcomes all the participants. 
 

He then reminds that the Guidelines pertaining to the competition laws have been sent prior to the 
meeting and insists on the fact that participants have strictly to comply with them. 
 

 

1.3.  Approval of the minutes of the last meeting (webinar, June 25th, 2021) 
 

The minutes are approved without amendments. 
 
 

2. Market analysis / Report from the National Association delegates 
 

2.1.  Synthesis of the questionnaire pertaining to pulp supplies 
 

PA LACOUR presents the outcome of the questionnaire sent before the meeting: 

− 17 answers have been received (15 companies and 2 national associations). 

− For 8 respondents, in comparison to June, the situation has improved regarding pulp supply. 
This positive perception must be nuanced, because in most cases, the improvement of 
availability is perceived as limited. Remaining problems are restrictions and logistic matters. One 
respondent answered that the situation has improved only to a small extent for HW, but more 
substantially for SW (no other comments between HW/SW than this one). 

− For 5 respondents, the situation is unchanged and for 1, the situation is worse. 

− Regarding the forecast, all the respondents see an improvement for T1 2022. These 
improvements are related to both volumes and prices. 

− Reasons for these improvements are twofold, and very similar to those that have been 
mentioned in June: (i) the peak in China is over, and it is expected that volumes shift from Asia 
to Europe (ii) new capacities will come on stream (Bracel, Arauco MAPA,…). Nonetheless, logistic 
issues (shipping constraints) could delay this improvement (remaining bottlenecks). The lack of 
truck drivers is also seen by one delegate as a matter of concern. 

− No comments regarding the demand trends in Europe for the different paper grades. 
 

 
 

2.2. CEPI initiative regarding freight costs 

 
PA LACOUR mentions that, on 6 September, CEPI, several pulp & paper companies and national 
associations (and a law firm to secure the full compliance with EU competition rules) discussed the 
rising cost of containers freight, the impact on trade, as well as the issue of competition.   
 
During this meeting, CEPI reminded that its initiative aims at examining shipping companies’ recent 
behaviour against EU competition law. On a practical level, CEPI wishes to collect data from companies. 
Data will be collected via an on-line survey (open until beginning of October). 
 
The benefits to participating companies are, in particular: (i) the full version of the report and analysis 
of the collected data; (ii) the initiative shall trigger the opening of a formal investigation by the 
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European Commission, DG Competition, into the container shipping market and the practices of the 
container shipping companies. 

 
Companies which want to join this initiative or get more information about it should contact CEPI trade 
Director (Bernard Lombard): b.lombard@cepi.org  

 
 

2.3. Report from the National Associations 
 
Following this presentation, the chairman invites the delegates to report on the key features impacting 
the pulp market in their respective countries. 
 
Agreed: The report will start with another Association than the one starting with “A” (Austropapier). 
 
 

3. Statistics 
 

PA LACOUR reminds that EUROPULP asked UTIPULP to split the inventories of the companies between 
data corresponding to the volume in the harbors and volumes corresponding to other locations (mills, 
warehouses, …).  
 
During the meeting that took place on 25 June, PA LACOUR reported that the feed-back he had from 
National Associations proof the split is unlikely to be done, for practical reasons. 
 
 As the difficulties have been confirmed, the EXCOM proposes to stick to the current definition of the 
inventories (ports + other locations). The EXCOM also proposes that UTIPULP informs EUROPULP of 
the need to keep reliable data, and therefore to keep the current method to calculate inventories. 
 
Agreed: UTIPULP will inform EUROPULP of the need to keep reliable data, and therefore to keep the 
current method to calculate inventories. 
 
 

4. Certification (FSC request) 
 

PA LACOUR reminds that one member alerted one year ago that FSC wishes to put in force a new 
license agreement. This new license agreement would result in severe penalties in case FSC considers 
a company has made a “false claim”. This draft license agreement has led to a reaction from CEPI. 
Because of this, FSC and CEPI started to discuss the provisions of this document.  
 
As discussions are still going on, FSC has not put in force its new contract. This “stand-by” situation is 
confirmed by the fact that no UTIPULP member has reported any difficulty.  

 
 
5. Any other business 
 
 

5.1. Communication – web site 
 
It was agreed during the last meeting that UTIPULP will rejuvenate its website, now a bit « old-
fashioned ». As the communication manager who would have to take care of that is on maternity 
leave, this topic has been postponed to Q4 2021. 
 

mailto:b.lombard@cepi.org
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In order to illustrate the website, members are invited to send to the UTIPULP Secretariat pictures of 
pulp warehouses, bales handling etc. 
 
 
Agreed: members are invited to send high quality pictures with no copyrights. Company names on 
the picture will be erased. 
 
 

5.2. Diffusion list 
 

To facilitate the mutual knowledge of the members, the EXCOM proposes that the diffusion list is 
now in CC and not in BCC anymore.  
 
Agreed: the diffusion list will be sent in CC. 
 

 

6. Close out  
 

6.1. New date & location – UTIPULP GA meeting in April 2022 in Nice: 
 

The next UTIPULP meetings will take place in Nice with the following program: 
 

− Wednesday 27 April: EXCOM (14:30/15:45) & social event (16:00/18:00) + dinner 
 

− Thursday 28 April: General Assembly (8:30/12:30) + lunch 
 

 
6.2. Close 

 
The Chairman thanks the participants and closes the meeting. 

 
***  

 


