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Reg.(EU) 2023/111 - Main obligation: place on the EU market / 
export from EU market products only if

Due diligence obligation to ensure compliance

they are 

deforestation and 

forest-

degradation free

they have been 

produced in 

accordance with 

legislation of the 

country of 

production

they are covered by a 

due diligence 

statement (DDS)
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EUDR: new timeline after postponement 

30 June 2026December 2024 30 December 2025

The Regulation entered into force on 29/06/2023 

Obligations for 

Competent 

Authorities enter 

into application 

EC Information 

System is active

NB: there are 

now 2 systems: 

a “test” system 

for training and a 

legally valid one!

Obligations for 

non-Small and 

micro operators 

and traders enter 

into application 

Obligations 

for Small 

and Micro

operators 

and 

traders 

enter into 

application

(except for the 

timber sector) 

30 June 2025

Country 

classification

in place

(low, 

standard, high 

risk)
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EUDR implementation going forward

We have:

✓ Updated Guidance (April 2025)

✓ Updated FAQs (April 2025)

✓ Competent Authorities in most 

Member States

✓ Information System 

We still miss:

❑ Country Benchmarking

❑ 3 Member States have not 

designated a competent 

Authorities yet (Greece, Malta, 

Poland)

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/5dc7aa19-e58f-42a3-bbbe-f0eb2e5a1d3a_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/34861680-e799-4d7c-bbad-da83c45da458/library/e126f816-844b-41a9-89ef-cb2a33b6aa56/details
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New information from updated Guidance and FAQs

Clarification of role 
of downstream 

operators

Re-importing into the 
EU

Transition time for 
EUTR products

NB: FAQs and Guidance are not legally binding!
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Obligations of downstream operators – FAQ 3.4

Who is a downstream operator? 

Downstream operators are those who place on the market or export relevant 

products listed in Annex I whose components or ingredients (all of them) have 

previously been subject to due diligence under EUDR and have been the 

object of a DDS submission.
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Examples

Non-EU 
supplier of 

pulp 

EU paper 
mill (first 
importer) 

EU converter

Provides to EU customer 

all relevant data:

- description, including of 

species, quantity etc.

- geolocation information

- evidence of legality

Performs Due Diligence

Uses data to submit Due 

Diligence Statement in the 

Information System

DDS Validated → Import

Downstream 

operator

Ascertains Due Diligence 

of supplier

Submits DDS and refers 

to DDS of supplier

DDS Validated → Place 

on EU market
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What does it mean to “ascertain”? FAQ 3.4 

Key Obligations of downstream operators:

1.  Downstream non-SME operators and non-SME traders ascertain that due 

diligence was exercised  upstream by collecting the reference numbers and 

verification numbers of DDS submitted upstream and verifying the validity of 

the reference numbers.

2. Submit a due diligence statement (DDS) and refer to previous DDS
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What does it mean to ascertain? FAQ 3.4

Possible further steps:

Given that non-SME operators and non-SME traders retain legal responsibility 
in the event of a breach of the Regulation, they could, based on the risks and 
particularities of their supply chains, choose to take further steps:

• check the information provided in previous DDS regarding country of 
production (…) to verify the completeness and plausibility of the information

• use the country benchmarking; 
• use the public report about Due Diligence of the supplier; 
• use the results of audits
• request further information on a voluntary basis
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Important clarification on transmission of information 

FAQ 3.4: 
downstream non-SME operators and non-SME 
traders do not have to collect information required 
by Art. 9 EUDR (including geolocation) but only 
ascertain that due diligence was exercised

FAQ 7.15:
Art. 4(7) EUDR does not entail a legal obligation 
to share geolocation information along the 
supply chain, as ascertaining that due diligence 
was exercised upstream does not necessarily 
imply checking every single DDS upstream.
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NB: geolocation information may be hidden 
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Clarification on status of EUTR products and transition time

Guidance
Q1: Are paper products which are placed on the market from 30 
December 2025 but that are manufactured from timber that was harvested 
and placed on the market between 29 June 2023 and 30 December 2025 
required to have a Due Diligence Statement?

harvested timber and the products manufactured from such timber must 
comply with EUTR - they do not need a Due Diligence Statement

→ Important to keep “adequate and verifiable evidence” that the wood used 
was harvested and placed on the EU market in the transition time or that the 
relevant product was placed on the market in the transition time (see FAQ 9.2 
for more info)
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Clarification on status of EUTR products and transition time

• In case of export or re-import of a product which was initially placed on the 

EU market during the transitional period (itself or in the form of an upstream 

relevant product), a “conventional DDS reference number” will be 

communicated by the Commission that can be used in the customs 

declaration submitted for export or re-import.

• In case of mixing of stocks (transition phase and post-transition), the DDS 

should cover only the post-transition material
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Re-importing into the EU – FAQ 5.4

Where an operator re-import a product that was previously exported from the EU 
market and places it under the customs procedure ‘release for free circulation’, it is 
considered a “downstream operator”

→ If the re-importer is a non-SME, already existing due diligence statements can 
help ascertain that due diligence was exercised upstream;

→ The non-SME re-importer needs to submit a DDS prior to re-importing and 
needs to provide the reference number received for its DDS when releasing 
products for free circulation.

→ Conventional DDS number can be use in case of the re-import of a product 
which was initially placed on the market before December 2025
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12 August 2026

Application of Regulation 

Legislative timeline

22 January 2025

Publication in the Official 

Journal of the EU –

Entry into force 20th day 

following publication 

2
0

2
6

30 November 2022

Publication of the European 

Commission Legislative 

Proposal

December 2024

Adopted by Council and 

European Parliament

2
0

2
2
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